
Governor Edmund 6. Brown Jr. * State Capitol - Sacramento, Californta 95814

APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

Complete this application to request a pardon or commutation from the Governor. A pardon Is the forgiveness of a crime and a
commutation is a reduction or elimination of a sentence. If you are eligible for a Certificate Rehabilitation, do not complete this

application; instead obtain a Certificate of Rehabilitation from the superior court in your county of residence.
(See Penal Code, § 4852.01.)

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR, JR. pate of Birth: 03/13/1966 social Security Number:

Address: SALINAS VALLEY STATE PRISON. D5-213. P.O. BOX 1050, SOLEDAD, OA 93960-1050

1. Conviction Summary:

List all prior convictions, including any in other states or countries. Attach additional pages if necessar^

Offense{s): Date of offense(s}: County of convictlon{s):
PC 187; 207 - 09/28/1985 - Sacramento - LWOP

Sentence(s):

2. Briefly describe the circumstances of the crime(s) for which you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional

pages as necessary):

See attached.

3. Explain why you are requesting a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages as necessary):

See attached.

4. Provide a brief statement explaining why you should be granted a pardon or commutation (attach additional pages if
necessary):

See attached.

5. If you have you paid any money or given any gift to anyone to assist in the preparation of this application, list their name,
address, and amount paid or given (required by Penal Code section 4807.2):

See attached.

Rev, 12/28/2011
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STATEMENT OF NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

This application may be submitted to the Board of Parole Hearings for investigation and recommendation pursuant to Penal

Code section 4812. This application may also be submitted to law enforcement or other agencies for investigation or recommendation.

Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805 require that you give the District Attorney in the county of conviction written notice of your

intention to apply for a pardon or commutation. You must complete the Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency (attached) and

mall it to the District Attorney before submitting this application to the Governor's Office. If you are requesting a pardon for more than

one conviction involving more than one county, each District Attorney must be given notice,

JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR, JR.
I' , declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that I

(Print Full Name) SACRAMENTO
have served the District Attorney of the County of ^ ^^t/ce of my intent to apply for a pardon or

(Name of County*)
commutalion.

I further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the information I have provided on this

application is true and correct. I understand that any omission or m/ssfofemenf offacts may result in the denial of the application and

the filing of perjury charges against me.

II -1 I- I o 1 t

Applicant's Sign Date

'If Applicable, List Additional Counties Here (Send Notice of Intent to Apply for Executive Clemency to All Counties Listed)

Rev,12/28/2011
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NOTICE OF INTENTTO APPLY FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY

This notice is required by Penal Code sections 4804 and 4805.

T  n .A.. .SACRAMENTO^ ^ . JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR, JR.To the District Attorney of County: Please take notice that I,

was convicted of the crime of
PENAL CODE SECTIONS 207; 187

committed in
SACRAMENTO

County, California, on the date of 10/14/1986

! will submit this application to the Governor of the State of California for the following type of executive clemency (check one)

*5^ Pardon
- oir-

X  Commutation of sentence. Inmale Number:

^ L.— ^
O  ApplicanTs ̂ nature

a ■■ ii~ 10 \<k

Date

nHaf'-'W',. '-

DISTRICT ATTORNEY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This section to be completed by the District Attorney only.

District Attorney of the County of

do hereby acknowledge receipt of notice from

that he/she intends to apply to the Governor of the State of California for a pardon or a commutation of sentence.

Signed

Date

District Attorney: Please Return this Notice to the Governor's Office, Attn: Legal Affairs, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Rev. 12/28/2011

Nonce of Intention to Apply for Executive Clemency



LAW OFFICE OF ALICIA C. FREEZE, APC

7676 Hazard Center Drive, Suite 500
San Diego, California 92108

Phone: 619-363-5146
Fax: 619-607-3328

Email: acfreeze726@gmail.com

December 28,2018

Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. Via FedEx

Attention: Legal Affairs
State Capitol
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: Application for Executive Clemency for JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR, JR

AKA: Johnny Taylor
DOB: 03/13/1966

Offense: Penal Code section 207; 187

Date of Conviction: 10/14/1986

Sentence: LWOP

County: Sacramento
Case No. 74697

CDCRNo.:C83109

Current CDCR Location: Salinas Valley State Prison

Dear Governor Brown:

Please accept this Application for Executive Clemency on behalf of our client, JOHNNIE
ROBERT TAYLOR, JR. Please find below the following detailed responses to the
Application:



Page 2

Application for Executive Clemency
Client Johnnie Robert Taylor, Jr.
December 28, 2018

1. Convictioii Summary

On or about October 14, 1986, when Mr. TAYLOR was approximately 19 years old, he
was convicted of Penal Code section 187, Murder, and Penal Code section 207,
Kidnapping. He was sentenced to Life Without the Possibility of Parole (LWOP)
following a jury trial.

At the time of sentencing, Mr. TAYLOR was still a child, mentally. He had been in out
of juvenile detention facilities since the age of 9, due to his abusive and toxic home
environment, no male role models, and perpetual poverty. It is important to note that
prior to this single adult conviction, Mr. TAYLOR had no prior record of crimes of
violence. Most of the juvenile crimes were theft-related.

2. Circumstances of the Crime

On or about September 28, 1985, Johnny TAYLOR and others spent the night at a
man's townhouse by the name of Frank Hale. The following day, on September 29,
1985, around 7:00 a.m., Mr. Hale's vehicle was firebombed while it was parked in his
carport.

A woman by the name of Rollana Rule reported that she had seen Mr. Hale's rival,
"L.A. Slim," in the area at the time of the explosion. A woman by the name of Cheri
Chadwick reported that she heard Mr. TAYLOR say that he would get even with L.A.
Slim.

Later that evening, Johnny TAYLOR, and two other men, Steve Martin and Rufus
Avent, left the townhouse. They later returned with a fourth man, whose head was
covered. This man said something like, "Don't hurt me," or "I will tell you what you
want." The group went upstairs, and eventually left the townhouse.
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Application for Executive Clemency
Client Johnnie Robert Taylor, Jr.
December 28, 2018

Around midnight, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. Martin and Mr. Avent returned to the townhouse
without the hooded man. Mr. TAYLOR told the group to turn on the television because

he had just killed somebody and wanted to see if it was on T.V. Mr. TAYLOR
explained that the man had been one of L.A. Slim's associates and had been involved in
the car bombing.

The next day, the body of Ronnie Davis was found in a rural area of Sacramento, under
circumstances that conformed to the description Mr. TAYLOR had provided the night
before.

Mr. TAYLOR was charged, and took the case to trial. He was found guilty and
sentenced to life without the possibility of parole.

3. The Purpose for Mr. TAYLOR's Request for a Pardon

Mr. TAYLOR has come a long way since his conviction 33 years ago. However, he is
quite candid that it is only within the last 18 years that he decided to truly dedicate
himself to his mental, spiritual and emotional self in order to shed the layers and get to
the core of why he sits where he does today. He attributes his growth to the mental
health services offered by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR) prison system.

He is candid in his self-evaluation. He writes in the attached letter (Exhibit 1), that for

25 years he ''functioned solely from a habitual criminal state of mind; which in turn
made it dijficult for me to even recognize that my behavior was abnormal; and as a
result of my abnormal behavior; I struggled to, and with following even the most basic
rules.

He explains, ̂ for years prison was nothing more than a place of incarceration; Never
before had I thought about my reasons for being in prison beyond the fact that I had
been caught."" Mr. TAYLOR continues, "'At the early stage of my developing, I found
myself making excuses for my actions; and it wasn't until I realized that I alone am
responsible for my every action; and upon this new found wisdom, I began the process
ofdecriminalization."
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Application for Executive Clemency
Client Johnnie Robert Taylor, Jr.
December 28, 2018

He credits his development to not watching television, or reading any material that
suggests or alludes to crimes and/or violence; as well as taking advantage of all the
programs and groups that the CDCR offers.

Specifically, he is humbled to thank Dr. Sol Weingarten, a psychiatrist who was Mr.
TAYLOR'S mentor and who, through is guidance and teachings, allowed Mr. TAYLOR
to build a strong foundation of cognitive prudence T

More recently, the impetus for requesting this relief stems from the death of his wife,
Bemadette Cordoba Taylor, just this past July 2018. Despite this intense loss, Mr.
TAYLOR has continued to stay committed to his growth and development.

For the past 30 plus years, Mr. TAYLOR has also lost his grandmother, his mother, his
aunt, his uncle, and his older brother.

At the age of 52 years old, Mr. TAYLOR describes himself as ''someone in whom 1 can
rely on: I am an actual example of positive change; and my adherence to being
responsible and wise is my only objective, as I wish to extend this empirical evolution as
evidence that I am more than capable of functioning morally and lawfully in society2''

As such, he respectfully requests that this Pardon be granted.

4. Why Mr. TAYLOR Should be Granted a Pardon

Merriam-Webster defines "rehabilitation" as the process of "restoring someone to a
useful and constructive place in society."

Mr. TAYLOR was bom on March 13, 1966 in East Palo Alto, Califomia. His mother

became pregnant with her first child at age 13; she went on to have five (5) children
total. She was addicted to heroin and was often abusive. It is very likely Mr.
TAYLOR'S mother was on heroin throughout her pregnancy with Mr. TAYLOR.
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Home life was toxic. His mother was physically violent when she was present; many
times Mr. TAYLOR and his siblings remained home, alone, unsupervised and
impoverished. The streets were often safer than his own living room. He began to steal
in order to provide food and basic necessities for himself and his brothers and sisters. At
age 9, he began his life of incarceration. Mr. TAYLOR found comfort in the juvenile
facilities, where there was regulation and routine. However, while juvenile hall may

have provided shelter and food, the abuse continued. He was offered no therapy or any
other treatment. No investigation would ensue, and once his sentence was completed, he
would return back to his toxic home environment. This cycle continued for 11 years.

Mr. TAYLOR'S father was absent, and his uncle was in and out of prison. He had no
male role models to look up to; to guide him; to discipline him.

At 19 years old, he took the life of another man. He was sentenced to life without the
possibility of parole. For over three decades he has been in and out of 11 prisons.

In 2000, Mr. TAYLOR attempted suicide. He was on forced medication, suffering from
depression and other mental health issues.

He thereafter made it a priority to utilize every aspect of the CDCR mental health
system. His goal was to get to the root of his behavior; specifically, to learn what
propelled him to take the life of another human being.

For the past 18 years Mr. TAYLOR has made that his focus, and as a result, has gained
great insight.

He began a relationship with Dr. Sol Weingarten, who treated Mr. TAYLOR for some
time. Dr. Weingarten sent Mr. TAYLOR several letters over the years, twelve (12) of
which are attached as Exhibit 2.
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Client Johnnie Robert Taylor, Jr.
December 28, 2018

Some remarks of Dr. Weingarten over the years highlight Mr. TAYLOR'S growth and
rehabilitation:

•  In March 2003, '7/ is good to see once again the profound understanding and
expression you are able to offer2''

•  In November 2003, '''"As usual, you are once again able to get to the heart of

things you think about and to crystallize their process and meaning. This ability
is a fine gift...'''

•  In January 2004, ''''The talents and capacities for caring are all there waiting to
provide us with a full life no matter what our circumstances may be. It is good to
see you realizing and accomplishing this."

•  In March 2013, '7 can see your letter shows how much more effectively and
creatively you are able to express yourself than you were able to do ten years
ago...I think your potential for further positive development in your lifetime is
evident in your achievements."

• And finally, in July 2016, '^You've come such a long way in improving yourself
and your remarkable abilities to write so well in the years I've known you."

(See attached. Exhibit 2.)

Katy Spence, LMFT, also lends her insight to her experience with Mr. TAYLOR. She
writes that Johnny owns the crimes he has committed. The man that Johnny has
become today has grown and matured during his 33 years of incarceration to have a
full understanding of who he was when he was first incarcerated, and how he has
changed and grown to become the productive and contributory person he is today."

She explains, '''As a clinician, I see Johnny's growth and maturity as stable and
constant. He knows that he cannot go back and change the events that occurred,
however he is committed to staying focused on productive changes for himself and
helping facilitate change in the lives of others."

She notes that he was sentenced to LWOP at age 19, at a time when "there was very
little understanding of the impact of trauma on youth." While technically Mr. TAYLOR
was an adult, ''''he neither possessed the maturity or insight of an adult."
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Ms. Spence emphasizes: "/ believe that Johnny, upon release into society, will make
healthy and productive decisions that will continue to support him to continue to live a
crime-free life2^

(See attached, Exhibit 3.)

Quite remarkably, for the entirety of his prison sentence, Mr. TAYLOR has not
committed a single act of violence in any of the eleven prisons he attended.

Not just licensed professionals note the rehabilitative efforts and changes of Mr.
TAYLOR. Before his wife passed away, Bemadette wrote the Parole Board in support
of her then-fiance: number of inmates come to Mr. Taylor for spiritual guidance and
advice...He is committed to do Gods work to make a positive impact on others and
make the world a better place2^

(See attached. Exhibit 4.)

Mr. TAYLOR'S cousin, Louis Moore, writes of their early childhood together. He
explains that Mr. TAYLOR is a reformed adult, and urges for his release to re-join the
family. (See attached. Exhibit 5.)

Not just attending clinicians, family and friends believe Mr. TAYLOR is rehabilitated
and worthy of release. CDCR's own staff supports Mr. TAYLOR. CDCR Case
Manager Gary Ramey is familiar with Mr. TAYLOR over the last twelve (12) years,
and writes:

''Taylor is a prime example of an inmate who has taken full advantage of the
rehabilitative programs offered by the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation, and has developed a comprehensive plan for the possibility ofparole...!
believe if given an opportunity to do so he would be successful and not re-offend.'''

(See attached. Exhibit 6.)
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In that vein, attached are various Certificates of Achievement, Certificates of
Completion, progress reports, memoranda and other recognition of Mr. TAYLOR for
his involvement and participation in a variety of treatment programs, such as substance
abuse, including, but not limited to, alcoholic anonymous and narcotics anonymous;
anger management; outpatient treatment, including group and individual counseling on
mental health issues; non-violent conflict resolution; indecent exposure group; yoga;

creative writing; and general education classes. These certificates of just few of the
many programs Mr. TAYLOR has been involved in over the past few decades. He
excels and is a leader in each and every one.

(See attached. Exhibit 7.)

In the 33 years Mr. TAYLOR has remained incarcerated, he has truly become restored
to someone who has a useful and constructive place in society. As Mr. TAYLOR writes
so eloquently, "Afy development and growth is now the change that I am...My troubled
journey is the thing of the pastl^

Mr. TAYLOR has earned this request, and he so humbly urges you to see his worthiness
of the relief.

5. Payment to Assist in the Preparation of this Application

Law Offices of Alicia C. Freeze, AFC

Alicia C. Freeze, Esq. SEN 281268
7676 Hazard Center Drive, Suite 500

San Diego, California 92108
$4,000.00.
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Mr. TAYLOR wishes to formally place this incident behind him and move forward. He

takes full responsibility for the incident that occurred close over 30 years ago, and has
made it his goal to use his experience to help others and be a contributive member of
society.

Sincerely,

Law Office of Alicia C. Freeze, AFC

ALICIA CJF

For JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR, JR.

(aka Johnny Taylor)
DOB:03/13/1966 / CDC #: C-83109
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11-21-2018

Fr: JOHNNIE ROBERT TAYLOR Jr.

To: THE HONORABLE EDMUND GERALD BROWN Jr.

Dear Governor Brown:

For the first conscious time in my life, I
have a real chance, i.e. opportunity to live a positive and
productive life in society; as I've so learned to live here
within the prison system.

1 have taken full responsibility for the crime of kidnaping and
murdering Ronald Edward Davis: A fellow human being; in whom 1
had no moral, or justifiable reason to kill. So profound is my
experienced remorse: 1 refuse to take the life of any living
thing; and upon this committed practice, 1 have not committed a
single act of violence against any other person since I've been
here in prison. Because of my stance against violence, and my
unwillingness to participate as a black man during race riots: 1
have been assaulted on more than a few occasions; but even then
1 refused to use violence as a means to establish, or too
resolve anything. To this 1 am committed.

Governor Brown, from the age of nine to nineteen there isn't a
passing year in which 1 have not spent some length of time
incarcerated; and since the age of nineteen 1 have spent the
past 32 years and 11 months incarcerated It has been only in
past eighteen years that 1 have actually been habilitated for
the first time; and this was due to my introduction into the
mental health services: Where 1 have willingly participated at
every positive and conducive level of development and growth.

For twenty-five years( from the age of nine until the age of 34)
I'd functioned solely from a habitual criminal state of mind;
which in turn made it difficult for me to even recognize that my
behavior was abnormal; and as a result of my abnormal behavior:
1 struggled to, and with following even the basic rules. But,
as 1 previously mentioned: due to my participation and application
in the mental health services, 1 have acquired great cognitive
and coping skills....



...And while the list of people who assisted me in and with my
development and transformation is far too many to list; I must
make mention of Dr. Sol Weingarten(Psychiatrist), who became my
mentor at a time when I struggled most against myself. It is
because of his teachings and guidance I learned to parent myself
in all manners and matters. Upon his teachings and mentoring, I
built a strong foundation of cognitive prudence.

Governor Brown, for years prison was nothing more than a place
of incarceration: Never before had I thought about my reasons
for being in prison beyond the fact that I had been caught. I
have come to understand that acknowledging my being in prison
for committing a crime is only part of the necessary process of
understanding why I chose to commit the crime. At the early stage
of my developing, I found myself making excuses for my actions;
and it wasn't until I realized that I alone am responsible for
my every action; and upon this new found wisdom, I began the
process of decriminalization: By not watching television,
reading no material that suggested or alluded to crime or violence;
and by taking every advantage of all the programs and groups that
CDCR and the mental health department have to offer.

I am now someone in whom I can rely upon: I am an actual example
of positive change; and my adherence to being responsible and
wise is my only objective, as I wish to extend this empirical
evolution as evidence that I am more than capable of functioning
morally and lawfully in society. My development and growth is now
the change that I am; and for this reason I offer contrite,
refinement, restituation; reform, and contribution. My troubled
journey is a thing of the past.

Governor Brown, I hope that you will somehow experience my truth
as it is so conveyed here in print; so that you may see me worthy
of being extended clemency. I thank you for your time, sincerely.

[and ] give the right hand of affection and fellowship to whom
it justly belongs.

Sincerely, Johnnie R. T^lor Jr.
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Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, California 94556

August 11, 2002

Dear Johnny,

I spoke with Mr. Kadin, the Associate Warden, and he said you
were making a good adjustment to Salinas. He also said that it is ail
right for me to write to you and for you to respond.

I am still recovering from my heart surgery, but I am back to
work at Vacaville on a limited basis.

I may be able to make a presentation to the staff at Salinas in
October. If I do so, I will plan to visit you at that time. I would like
your opinion as to whether the program I teach at Vacaville would be
helpful to the inmates at Salinas Valley Prison.

You can write to me at the above address.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, California 94556

September 8, 2002

Dear Johnny,

I was glad to get your reply to my letter. Thank you for letting
me know that you believe the self-training program would be helpful
in all prisons. I also wanted to tell you, if you do not already know it,
that you have outstanding writing ability.

I was at Vacaville on Thursday and for the first time viewed
the video tape of the sessions in which you participated so effectively .
The editing by Mr. Hanson was good and we are linking of showing
the tapes on the closed circuit prison T.V. If you have any thoughts
about our doing that, I would appreciate your sharing them.

I hope that things go well for you. My energy level is still too
low to introduce the program at Salinas. Maybe I will be able to do it
in two or three months. I will let you know.

My writing is proceeding slowly, but the concepts are well
enough developed that I should be able to make good progress soon.

My best wishes to you.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, California 94556

March 20, 2003

Dear Johnny,

Thank you for your recent correspondence. I am happy to hear
that you are doing so much better these days and I expect that the
improvement will continue.

Your reply to the question I raised about the results of your
understanding and application of what you learned in the group work
you did at Vacaville was very pleasing to me. Your description of the
process is an excellent demonstration of the Higher Level at work. It
is good to see once again the profound understanding and expression
you are able to offer.

I have another question for you. Do you think that a peer
counseling program using the insists you have learned could be
successfully developed in a maximum security prison? I realize that
the answer to this question would take discussion. As it will still be a
few months before I can visit the prison, I would appreciate knowing
something of what you think about the idea in correspondence.

It is interesting that I had planned to write you about
"acknowledgment" as the key to effective recognition of lower level
states. I have been using the concept in my groups recently and I was
very pleased to see you have arrived at this understanding on your
own.

I appreciate your sharing your insights with me as they extend
my own understanding and thus contribute to the effectiveness of my
work.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingaiten, M.D.
RO. Box 373

Moraga, CA 94556
September 15,2003

Dear Johnny,

It was good to hear from you that things are going well. It is usual for people
to do better incrementally in utilizing higher level and, as you so aptly expressed, to
feel exhilaration. As you have discovered, practicing higher level provides more and
more of the richness that life has to offer.

Lower level when it is destructive is limited in its scope, keeping you in a
small world with very limited potential for accomplishment in life. Destruction once
accomplished is an end with nowhere to go. As higher level has no limitations it is
infinite in nature. Thus its use leads you to greater creative expression. It is what life
is about at its best. You can see why many prison inmates, not knowing of higher
level, remain much the same year after year in an unproductive lower level state of
mind.

At the time we are in the lower level state, we do not recognize that we are a
reduced version of ourselves, e.g., an angry self, an insecure self, a prideful self, etc.
Whatever we feel or believe is what we are. Any other version, especially the
complete self, is temporarily absent. Our self interest driven by feeling and belief is
what we are and how we behave at a lower level.

The higher level state involves letting go of the feelings and beliefs that create
the reduced versions of the self. As these disappear, the complete self is present.
Higher level with its magnificent computational and creative ability is then free to
continually transform the evolving self.

The higher level self which is no longer centered by self interest is driven by
quiet understanding and compassion. At a lugher level one knows that we all suffer
from imperfections as expressed by the exaggerations and distortions of unavoidable
lower level function in our struggle for survival. This understanding allows us to
accept, respect and forgive everyone, including ourselves.

Your use of the analogy of the giraffe in describing higher level is very
perceptive. It demonstrates a^ptation and transformation both physically and
mentdly brought about by higher level processes which are quantum in nature.
Your thoughts about Helen Keller show these same processes and how pervasive
they are in providing incredible wonders of nature. As you say, this is what we
attempt to accomplish in our work.



I appreciated your confirming my findings that the higher level becomes
instinctive. You also added a very important point that the process keeps evolving if
you continue to use higher level.

Once again you offer good suggestions. My writing is going slowly, but I
have been doing better lately. My trip was partially successful regarding my article.
The work was admired but there was a request for experimental proof which is not
available at this point given the tiny force of consciousness as well as its complexity.
Instead I intend to present the vast experiential and empirical evidence that has
resulted from my work.

Thank you for the fine quote from Emerson, a writer who had great
understanding of human nature. I hope things continue to go well for you.

I spoke with Warden Kadin this morning. He stated it would be all right for
you to phone me. You can call me collect at your convenience. My number is
925-631-0376.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, CA 94556

November 17, 2003

Dear Johnny,

I appreciate your reflections about higher level expressed in your letter dated
October 30. It is more difficult to describe than lower level as higher level effects
are more subtle and less obvious. As usual, you are once again able to get to the
heart of things you think about and to crystdlize their process and meaning. This
ability is a fine gift and it is rewarding for me to participate with you in the
exciting evolution that has been taking place as you realize more of your great
potential.

Your point about having recognized aspects of your self that had never occurred
to you before is of crucial importance for everyone. Without experiencing this,
one has no way to judge the value of the levels or their validity. Initially, I find
that most people who learn about instincts find they can personally relate to the
concepts as they not only make sense but are descriptive of their experiences.

However, it is only in the practice of recognition and acknowledgment that we
continue to discover those common behaviors that are at least somewhat

destructive. Because lower level is so pervasive, spontaneous, and natural while it
occurs before we have time to judge it, it comes as a surprise when we first
discover it is happening. Then, as you so aptly put, higher level light comes on
automatically to provide options for understanding then for changing our
destructive behaviors to fruitful ones. Higher level understanding in this way is
free to work its magic for you as the burst of energy of lower level is not there to
inhibit the higher level expression.

In the work I am doing in physics, the energy level differences between higher
level and lower level establish the transformation that occurs in moving from one
state to the other. Higher level energy is diffuse, pervading the universe,
influencing all information in all of time, as well as, all memory in brain and
genes that pertains to whatever we encounter or to the interactions we have. The
lower level energy is stronger and concentrated in a bubble like space which
contains information, memory, attitudes and rationalization that produce a



plausible story which is confined in the bubble. This causes the lower level bubble
to seem like dl of our universe exists within it. Everything outside the bubble
either does not exist or does not seem worthy of consideration. This is how lower
level causes us to neglect so much of what we know at the time.

It is the seeming unrelenting strength of sensations in the form of fear, anger,
depression, temptation, and pain that pervades our space and time sense, encasing
us in a bubble which we then experience as certain reality. This is an illusion, but,
once in the bubble, we perceive all that goes on in it as being unquestionably true.
Everything outside of the bubble is neglected until, as one of the inmates said, he
is in the back of the police car. That is when the bubble bursts and belated
awareness takes place as he is able to see the distortion of the illusion for what it
is.

I am pleased that you plan to send me what you write and I encourage you to
continue with your very productive adventure of exploration and discovery.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, CA 94556

December 28, 2003

Dear Johnny,

I appreciate your holiday wishes and I sincerely wish the same for you. May you
have good health and continue the fine evolution that is taking place in you. It
will mean that you are enjoying the fiillness of life experienced in learning and
discovery that leads to the compassion of understanding. Your writing indicates
that you are making remarkable strides in achieving these realizations.

I was sorry to hear that your wife had stopped visiting you again but very pleased
at your instinctive higher level response to her. As you know, many inmates have
this same experience and I have tried to help some deal with it as you have. That
the appropriate response came to you as you reacted with a natural lower level
feeling of anger at your loss provides you with a contentment that is all the richer
as it is bom of understanding your wife.

Ordinarily, if the lower level prevails in dictating behavior, one would act on the
hurt that is experienced, living out the illusion brought on by being in a feeling-
created bubble. In this bubble, you are right and she is wrong. Your higher level
dissolves the bubble revealing to you the larger reality that is hers as well as
yours. Within that larger context, you react out of the wisdom of understanding.

It is inevitable that we suffer losses in life, but, this helps provide a fuller
appreciation of the gift of our experience of life, the most extraordinary process
nature has been capable of bestowing upon us.

My theory about the bubble is somewhat similar to the ideas you expressed in
your letter of 12/9.1 believe it may be related to string theory which postulates
that the smallest particles are really infinitesimal vibrating strings which can form
loops and other shapes. Thoughts may form in these loops whose shape and
vibration (as in music) can translate die meaning. The bubbles may become a
membrane encompassing thought, memory related to thought, as well as, the other
components of our lower level thinking. >^en we are in this membrane or
bubble, we do not experience being enclosed. The evidence we have for being



enclosed is that all other thinking that would disagree with our Lower Level
thought is either absent or seems irrelevant as it is outside the bubble. Also we
experience in the bubble the buildup of pressure of our feeling and the shortness
of time which is similar to the feeling of being enclosed in a prison. It feels as
though the way to get free is to be destructive. However that is only part of the
illusion that leads to damaging behavior. The bubble is nature's real prison
prompting much of human destructiveness. You are demonstrating that in a man
made prison, your mind at a higher level is free to inhabit anywhere and anytime
in the universe. That is the unrestricted setting that allows for the unlimited
learning and creativity that you are experiencing.

I would like to know if you would have any objection to my sharing portions of
your letters for teaching purposes. I believe they would be helpful. However, I
have no problem if you preferred that I not do so.

I am somewhat better health wise and if it continues into the New Year, I hope to
be able to expand my work and writing. I hope that in the New Year you will
contiQue the excellent progress you have been accomplishing.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, CA 94556

January 6, 2004

Dear Johnny,

I regret that I missed your calls. The call starts off with a recorded message from
MCI and it was assumed that it was an advertisement. We will not make the

mistake of hanging up on MCI in the future and I should then be able to receive
your calls. It might be helpful if I knew what days or time of day you are most
likely to call. However, in any case, it is likely we will connect in the future.

I have been busy with, some family illnesses. My work goes on and, in the area
of higher level, I am finding that there is an infMte potential available to be
expressed in all of us. As you have found, it is waiting to be unfolded and released
whenever we acknowledge lower level. It needs to be maintained in the face of
adversity.

We watch for what is often not visible to us, our intentions, feelings and passions.
Letting go of those that direct us to destructive behavior allows us to be dl that
we are capable of being. The talents and capacities for caring are all there waiting
to provide us with a fuU life no matter what our circumstances may be. It is good
to see you realizing and accomplishing this.

'  . ,1

.  Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 373

Moraga, CA 94556

August 9, 2004

Dear Johnny,

It has been several weeks since I have written you, and, as I have have not heard'
from you, I hope that you are well and rebounding from the recent difficulties
you have experienced.

I have been continuing to develop my work. By centering it on rule number one,
that is, acknowledging past behaviors which have been damaging, the positive
results have been more rapid. I appreciate your suggestion to have the behaviors
listed. It has proven very helpful.

When you can, please let n^e know how you are doing.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 2635

Walnut Creek, CA 94595

February 26, 2005

Dear Johnny,

I am now at a new address following a move which is finally complete.
I have returned to work at Vacaville and am doing reasonably well health wise.
Our emphasis is on expanding our instruction to more of the inmates at Vacaville
as there is greater interest and effort in rehabilitation. I have heard of some peer
counseling and thought that if this was extended, it may eventually provide an
opportunity for you to use the very fine teaching abilities that you have.

I have worked more recently on the understanding and use of higher level.
It is an expression of revelation rather than computational cognition. In other
words, the ideas and solutions to problems and creative thought come to you free
of effort. You just need to let go of feelings and emotions such as caring about
yourself or your ego. You forget yourself or lose yourself. It may be a sort of
meditative state and these things may suddenly come to you.

As we talked about in the past, it is also an incremental process as new
findings that occur to you are often extensions of what you have previously
thought. But there are also quantum leaps in understanding that occasionally
occur.

Though higher level revelation is apparent in the great discoveries made in
science and philosophy, I find that almost everyone has the potential for great
realization of higher level expression. It requires some patience as the mind must
do it in its own time. But your motivation, interest and work at developing your
abilities increase the depth and breadth of the platform that your mind can draw
on. So keep developing as much as you can your fine capacities as a humanitarian,
researcher and teacher.

I am not able presently to visit your prison, but I am hopeful that at some
future time I will be able to do so. I hope you are well. You can write me at the
above address, or call me at my new number (925) 945-0936.

Sincerely,



Sol Weingarten, M.D.
P.O. Box 2635

Walnut Creek, CA 94595

December 11, 2005

Dear Johnny,

I wish you a good holiday season. As I have not heard from
you for some time, I hope you are well.

I am doing well and continuing with my work. I believe that
the emphasis on rehabilitation as a role of the prison system is a
helpful development.

Please let me know how things are going for you, and I will
send you more of a detailed account of some advances I have made
in the self-training program.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Sol Weingarten, M.D.



March 27, 2013

Dear Johnny,

Thank you for your recent letter replying to my questions as to how positive
change has been occurring in you. As I understand what you were saying, your
recognition very quickly that being composed of two separate selves, one of whom
could be in charge of himself and be and do good, meant that some very good
changes could take place in you and in others as well.

I can see that your letter shows how much more effectively and creatively
you are able to express yourself than you were able to do ten years ago. Your
realization that one has to stop damaging behaviors without any hesitation is
exactly what we have found to be true in enabling positive change to take place,
which seems to be permanent. 1 think that your potential for further positive
development in your lifetime is evident in your achievements.

Therefore, 1 ask that yd^u continue to be patient with the hope that time will
arise when your desire for purposeful activity will be realized.

I have another question. It is as to how widespread you think that the
positive changes you have experienced may become in other prisoners. In my work,
I have attempted to clarify how human nature works, which has not been
understood previously. Once that happens, then people are able to see how they
really are, and then who they could become. This knowledge and self-awareness is
strengthening. How does that happen? One knowing that they have the same
potential for goodness, regardless of their past damaging behaviors, gives them
something worthwhile to try to achieve.

I will stay in touch with you, and want you to know that I am appreciative of
the help you have given in answering my questions about your experience.

Sol Weingarten, m.d.



July 5,2016

Dear Johnny,

I have been slow in answering your letter from April 25**'. The book. My Daily

Rules to Live By, has been published on Amazon.com by Dual Reality Press. As this is

my first book, even though I have published many articles over the years, it is taking me

some time to make the book available to as many people as possible. Because I have

worked in several California prisons over the past more than twenty five years, I am

gradually offering the prisons two copies of the book for their libraries so that prisoners

can choose to read them.

I am also slower in writing because even though my mind is quite functional, I am

presently 91 years old. As a result, I am devoting most of my energy to writing and

publishing two more books, which I think will be very useful, and probably will be ready

by sometime next year.

I have kept all the letters you have written me, and they go back more than fifteen

years. They show your continuing ability to write better and better, which I believe has

been helped by your practice of the Daily Rules. I appreciate your kind words about me

and the role that I have played in being helpful to you. I haven't been able to see you in

person, as I haven't worked in the prisons that you have been in and presently I am

retired from my prison work. I continued to work in the prisons imtil I was more than 85

years old because it was satisfying to me to work with prisoners who were responsive to

my psychiatric teachings.

I plan to continue to write to you for as long as you feel that my writings are

useful to you, and generally at this point, I'd like to contribute to your becoming a better

and better writer and to be able to honestly report back to me on the improving nature of

your life.

I will necessarily be slower in my responsiveness. I wish you well. You've come

such a long way in improving yourself and your remarkable abilities to write so well in

the years that I've known you. I know it's taken you a lot of effort in attending classes on

writing in the prisons you've been in. It shows also that you have much more intelligence

than you realized you had when I first saw you in a group.

Sincerely,
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EXHIBIT 3



Katy Spence, LMFT
1108 Mission Avenue

San Rafael, CA 94901

December 1,2018

Dear Governor Brown,

My name is Katy Spence, and 1 am writing this letter on behalf of Johnny Taylor and his
application for Clemency. I came to know Johnny Taylor through his wife Bemadette
Cordoba Taylor, who was seeking a licensed clinician, with experience working with
those who were incarcerated and had experience working in trauma-informed care and
who would be willing to assess her husband Johnny Taylor's ability to transition into
society after 33 years of incarceration on a pro-bono basis. One month before I was
able to meet Johnny, Bemadette passed away of a massive heart attack during her visit
with Johnny, at Salinas Valley State Prison. In spite of Bernadette's passing, I decided
to continue her mission of having Johnny assessed, and i was able to visit him on
various occasions and I have spent many hours interviewing and assessing Johnny's
readiness for release in support of his Clemency application.

Johnny Taylor was bom 3/13/1966 in East Palo Alto, in a gang and drug-infested
community. From the age of 9, Johnny experienced the life of being incarcerated in one
form or another. Raised by a heroin addicted mother, who had 4 children by the age of
19, there was very little supervision or support in the home, where Johnny and his
siblings were often left on their own. Johnny's father was absent in his life, thus leaving
Johnny without a male role model or any financial support for him, his mother and his
siblings. This contributed to inadequate care in the home, lack of resources for the
children, including living under the roof with their mother who was explosive and
physically abusive, and often gone for lengths of time. Johnny has never blamed his
mother or the living conditions of poverty and abuse for his behavior, but it is clear that
the foundation he started with did not lend itself to a healthy and thriving environment.
Earty on, Johnny began to steal things such as food and money in order to have the
basic necessities as his mother was unable to provide these for him. When he was
caught, he was placed in juvenile detention, where he was further abused by the system
of care. There were no restorative justice programs, nor therapy provided while
incarcerated as a youth. When he first experienced incarceration at the age of 9, the
juvenile justice system did not investigate his home environment, and as a result, no
one ever intervened and sought help for Johnny and his family. Instead, Johnny was
further abused in the juvenile justice system where he was placed with other
adolescents, and also victims of abuse themselves. When released from juvenile
detention at Juvenile Hall or County Youth Authority, Johnny would return to the same
unhealthy, chaotic and abusive home environment, with no support, no social service
interventions, and no treatment for the family system. This back and forth from juvenile
detention over the years continued, and the cycle of repeated incarcerations continued
until the age of 18.



When Johnny was 19, he shot and killed Ronald Edward Davis and was sentenced to
life without the possibility of parole. Johnny recounts this event with great remorse and
he takes full responsibility for the crime he committed. He understands that while his
upbringing provided him with a violent family background, and a rich historical
background of men in his family being incarcerated or murdered, and no other options
to approach life in a positive and productive manner, Johnny owns the crimes he has
committed. The man that Johnny has become today has grown and matured during his
33 years of incarceration to have a fuil understanding of who he was when he was first
incarcerated, and how he has changed and grown to become the productive and
contributory [person he is today.

Johnny has spent the last 33 year educating himself, utilizing the mental health system
in prison to have a better understanding of how and what led to his taking the iife of
another. He has spent years deveioping a iife practice of non-violence, and sharing this
practice with other inmates and prison staff. Johnny has not in the 33 years of
incarceration, committed any acts of violence, nor has he participated in raciai or group
riots and upheavai in the prison system. As a result of this, Johnny himself has been
the victim of assault and violence, because he chose to not participate in these
uprisings. Johnny spends most of his days alone, writing, reading and continuing to
develop himself into a productive and integrated person and he offers his insight and
support to others who also want to change their lives and be a positive source for
others.

As a clinician, I see Johnn/s growth and maturity as stable and constant. He knows
that he cannot go back and change the events that occurred, however he is committed
to staying focused on productive changes for himself and helping facilitate change in the
lives of others. While there is no excuse for taking the life of another, Johnny was
sentenced to LWOP during a time when there was very little understanding of the
impact of trauma on youth. Had he and his family received social services, drug
treatment, therapy and education when Johnny first encountered the juveniie justice
system, there is no doubt his life would have been very different. Johnny was
sentenced to LWOP at the age of 19. He was at an age in which he was considered an
adult, yet he neither possessed the maturity or insight of an aduit. He had not been
raised with a moral compass, nor received any type of treatment for all of the years he
had been in and out of the juvenile justice system. We now know that those who grew
up in violent and trauma-based homes, and those who spent their formative years
incarcerated, had very littie chance to escape that background, and the cycle of
dysfunction perpetuates. Johnny has stopped this cycle in his life.

At the age of 52, Johnny has spent 33 years of his life in prison utiiizing his time well.
He practices daily his meditation, his commitment to non-vioience, continuing to
educate himself through reading and writing, his service to others and maintaining a job
while incarcerated all of these years shows his commitment to building a heaithy life
incarcerated as weii as setting the foundation for a healthy life in society. I am in
support of Johnny's application for Clemency. He has worked very hard to become a



productive citizen, and he has developed healthy coping and adaptive skills in his life to
ensure that he continues to grow further. I believe that Johnny, upon release into
society, will make healthy and productive decisions that will continue to support him to
continue to live a crime-free life. He understands and has come to terms with his past
through individual and group therapy, self-reflection, reading self-help, giving service to
others, and making dramatic changes with his own behavior. He has learned and
developed cognitive insights, demonstrates excellent communication skills, and has
been vocal with other inmates about their behaviors and their need for change.

And even with the recent passing of his wife Bemadette in July 2018, Johnny has
continued to stay committed to his growth, while experiencing grief and loss. He
possesses high levels of integrity and honesty. He is a straight shooter when it comes
to communication, he is transparent with others, and he accepts and acknowledges his
past wrong-doings without blaming others. Johnny will succeed In society. He has
done so much hard work and continues to put into practice the therapeutic work he has
integrated into his life the past 20 plus years, and he has developed the necessary
life/coping skills that will serve him well in society. Johnny has an immense desire to
give back to others and to help others develop insight and understanding so that they
do not head down the path he has been.

Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to call me at 415
328-0994.

Sincere

L Spence
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 32622

Director of Mental Health Services—Caminar for Mental Health-Solano Region
Trauma Informed Care Specialist


